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About The Play

This play tells the history of India from 1937
to 1948: the final stage in the struggle for
Independence against the British Empire and
in particular the terrible fratricidal war
which tore this vast country apart and
bloodied the birth of two nations, India and
Pakistan.

The characters, the heroes and knights of
this story are our contemporaries, notably:
Pandit Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi, Mohammed
Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan, Maulana
Azad, Sardar Patel, Abdul Ghaffar Khan,
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, together with all those

“nameless ones”, Muslims, Hindus and
Sikhs, whose bodies. lives and possessions
were threatened by Partition.

On August 15, 1947, the Indian nation was
born. For thirty proud years the Indian
people have fought to bring about this dav of
their hearts” desire. Thirty vears through
bondage. prisons, great waves of non-
violence.

There comes at last the blessed day. comes
freedom. up goes the saffron, white and
green flag. But the sky is black and behold.



the day of joy is a day of mourning. Now the
smile has dried on the lips and bitterness
inflames the eyelids.

For fate has played one of its tragic tricks on
India. The day of birth is also a day of
wrench and farewell. On August 14, 1947,
Pakistan was born. Carved out of the great
Indian body, pulled out of the continent’s
breast by a ruthless operation, this new
country surges from India in a torrent of
blood. Everything is separated, villages,
rivers, families, communities. The Punjab in
the west and Bengal in the east are severed
alive down the middle. And the Indian soul
writhes with sorrow and rage.

Everything had begun with one sole hope
that united 400 million Indians of all religions
and of all castes and carried them towards the
same goal. Then little by little the ark cracks,
division strains the immense body, breaks
open the joints. An adverse dream arises and
opposes union. And the dreamer of this
dream of division is a haunted, powerful,
inflexible man. A man chiselled out of will
power, Mohamed Ali Jinnah. And now here
he is gathering a part of the Indian Muslim
community around him, here is Jinnah the
atheist calling Indian Islam towards a
Promised Land.

A second story stands in the path to
Independance. The fighters stumble forward.
Their own brothers attack them.

And in spite of the desperate efforts of the
great Indian leaders (Hindus, Moslems,
Sikhs, Christians, atheists...), everything
helps the dream come true: the Second
World War, the political hazards, the
British, all too happy to rely on Jinnah’s
Muslim League to weaken the Freedom
Fighters of the Indian Congress. In the night
of the war, Jinnah moves forward at great
stride.

Then when at last the world conflict comes
to an end, dawns ‘“‘the hour of the meeting

with Destiny”’ that Nehru spoke of. Yes,

India comes at last to the Indians but in

what a state: divided against herself,
wounded, gangrened, mad with hatred. And to
save her, now they only believe in

amputation. Only one man is opposed to the
vivisection: Gandhi.

Let us love one another. What head of state
can take the liberty of saying that?

Well, the Indians didn’t stop speaking about
love for thirty years and all the way up to
the top ranks. Through Gandhi, the gift
India gave to the universe was the glorious
entry of love into the state commonwealth
right in the middle of the twentieth century.

The regions rejected out of India, the
alliances of the parties, the upheavals of the
population, the promises made, kept, broken,
all the events appear with the heart-gripping
and familiar faces of our passions. The
storms of the heart, the disappointments, the
rancours, the repudiations, the reunitings,
everything is there, but lived out on the
magnificent scale of India.

Yes, at that time, which was scarcely
yesterday, while the Western World was
tattooed by Hitler, they were burning with
love in Asia, and a part of humanity was
living a sublime epoch on this very earth.

But when these characters with their souls
formed from mythical makings encounter
reality, what is the outcome? Gandhi’s
saintliness meeting up political motives?
Nehru's idealism with historical
contradiction, what is the outcome?

India gave birth to this play. This play is not
India, it is only an Indian molecule, a
footprint.

Everything that doesn’t figure here has
become the murmuring and multitudinous
soil in which this play has taken root and
breath in order to grow afterwards, inch by
inch, up to the stage.

Hélene Cixous
(English translation by Donald Waston)

The Story of Théatre
du Soleil

In 1964 Theatre du Soleil was founded by
Ariane Mnouchkine and a group of actors
and technicians from a university theatre
group. From the very beginning the group
operated as a cooperative, where members
share the work and the profits. Members of
the group serve as actors, set artists and
even ushers. All decisions are taken by a
democratic vote. Most of the plays were
directed by Mnuchkine, often with the
cooperation of the actors.

The beginning was no bed of roses. The first
play they put on, “Les Petits Bourgeois™ by
Gorki, was received with enthusiastic
applause, but the critics hardly took notice
of it. Their second play, “Capitaine
Fracasse”, based on a novel by Theophile
Gautier, was also a failure. Finally there was
a real breakthrough with “The Kitchen” by
Arnold Wesker. The “homeless™ company
had its rehearsals on circus grounds. The
show became an overnights success when the
critics saluted the actors and Ariane
Mnouchkine - all of Paris rushed to see the
play.

After “The Kitchen’ the company undertook
to tackle a classic - “Midsummer Night's
Dream” by Shakespeare. The company’s
financial situation was pretty grim. They
accepted an offer of a place in one of the
little towns and there began working on
“The Clowns.” But with no home and no
funding the group lost heart. Then Ariane
came up with a new idea ~ to focus on a
subject common to all French people - the
French revolution, with a group of
entertainers interpreting what they know of
the historical events.

Thus the play “1789” was born
(subsequently it was filmed). It was a
collective creation of the entire company.
During rehearsals, they moved to the
Cartoucherie, a deserted arms factory on the

outskirts of Paris. They finally had a place of
their own.

“1789” was received enthusiastically and
following it, the play “1793".

Later Ariane tried a play in the style of
Commedia Del Arte -“L’Age D’Or™. it is a
legend about our times, told to an audience
seated in an imaginary theatre 50 years from
now — in the Golden Age of the 21st
century.

In 1975 the group participated in a film
about the life of Moliere, based on the novel
by Boulgakov, but with additions that Ariane
invented about events and situations from
the life of the man who has become a legend.
In 1979 Theatre du Soleil staged “Mephisto™
based on a novel by Klaus Mann. The play
deals with the effect of fascism on artists. It
is the story of theatre people and how they
behave during political crises.

In 1981 Mnouchkine turnes to Shakespeare,
with the company starting a series of
Shakespearian exercises. The result was three
productions: “Richard the Second”, “The
12th Night” and “Henry the Fourth”.

In 1985 the Soleil produced “L‘Histoire
Terrible mais de Noradom Sihanouk, roi des
Cambodye”. Ariane and the playwright,
Helen Cixou, traveled to the Cambodian
border to visit the refugee camps. The play
deals with the 24 years, from 1955 to 1979
— until the day that what was left of the
Cambodian Democracy fell into the hands of
the Vietnamese.

“L‘Indiade — or India of Their Dreams”™ —
opened in September 1987.
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